
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 4 December 2019] 

 p9788d-9789a 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

RED IMPORTED FIRE ANTS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.04 pm]: 
The red imported fire ant is one of the world’s most invasive species, affecting agriculture, the environment, the 
economy and social amenity. Six red imported fire ant nests were detected at Fremantle port and destroyed last 
week. Today, the state government has put in place quarantine measures for parts of Fremantle to stop the possible 
spread of the fire ant. At this stage we have had no further detections of the fire ant, but we are taking every step 
to ensure the ant does not spread. From tomorrow, the movement of red fire ant host material will be restricted 
from a quarantine zone. That includes soil, potted plants, grass, turf, hay, manure, mulch, bark and woodchips, or 
machinery and equipment that has been used to move soil. The quarantine zone runs from Port Beach, as far south 
as South Fremantle dog beach, and east to East Street. We are not aware of any garden nurseries or soil businesses 
that operate within the quarantine area, although items such as potted plants are a component of trade that some 
businesses engage in. Commercial movements of host and nest material and any machinery or equipment that has 
been used in agriculture or earthmoving activities will require approval from the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development. DPIRD is following up with local businesses about these requirements. 
The Fremantle community has been a great supporter of biosecurity efforts in the past, including the successful 
eradication of Queensland fruit fly from the area in April 2018. We ask Fremantle residents and businesses to once 
again do their bit to protect our state’s biosecurity, and thank them in advance for their cooperation and support. 
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